
Congratulations!  
The winner of 

January’s drawing for
 “On the Dot” is

Megan Totterdale
from

Martins Ferry 
Ayers Elementary

         February

Calendar of Events
1st - Visual and Performing 

Arts Showcase at Ohio 
University Eastern 9am-1pm

1st -Anthology Entries Due

6th - Belmont County 
Spelling Bee - Ohio 

University Eastern’s theater 
6pm

17th - President’s Day

21st - Spelling Bee Wrap-Up 
Meeting at ECOESC STC 

office 1-3pm

Coordinator’s Corner
Gifted PD Update

PEP TALK - 2020



Creating a Culturally Responsive Classroom



Culturally Responsive Teaching
Gallery Walk

                 

Coach

Hess’s Cognitive Rigor Matrix ?

http://www.corelearn.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/dok-rigor-guide.pdf
https://www.karin-hess.com/single-post/2014/4/11/The-Hess-Cognitive-Rigor-Matrix


Tips to Improve Classroom Environment and Learning
https://www.weareteachers.com/21-simple-ways-to-integrate-social-emotional-learning-throughout-the-day/

https://www.weareteachers.com/21-simple-ways-to-integrate-social-emotional-learning-throughout-the-day/


If you are brave enough, have your students evaluate you and your 
classroom with the following:

Culturally Responsive Teaching Checklist

As I teach, consider: 
How do I talk about my students’ identities? 
How do I speak about the histories and cultures of groups other than my own?
Are members, histories, and cultures of the nondominant group characterized or 
represented through a deficit lens?
Are there demeaning messages by me or through the resources I use? 

Positive/Negative: Example:

RACE _______________ ______________________________

ETHNICITY _______________ ______________________________

LANGUAGE/ACCENT _______________ ______________________________
 

RELIGION _______________ ______________________________
 

GENDER _______________ ______________________________
 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
STATUS _______________ ______________________________
 

DISABILITY _______________ ______________________________
 

INTELLECTUAL ABILITY _______________ ______________________________
 

ENCOURAGE STUDENT
INVOLVEMENT _______________ ______________________________

OFFER MULTI-CULTURAL
 PERSPECTIVES _______________ ______________________________

*Do I view my students through a deficit lens?  Do I recognize the assets they bring?



Congratulations to the 2020 Belmont County Spelling Bee Participants
Please join us on Thursday, February 6th  at 7:00pm - at Ohio University Eastern’s Theater as the following 
18 students compete for the title of Belmont County Spelling Bee Champion.  One of these students will be 
named the champion of the bee and will advance to the Scripp’s National Spelling Bee in May.  The students 
are listed in the order they will compete.  

Jacob Theaker

Josalyn Canter

Jaden Beck

Tyler Harris

Max Miller

Hallie Lawson

Luke Taylor

Calvin Ni 

Marissa Pacifico

Clay Utter

Lainey Benedict

Alana Wilson

Madison  Tingler

James Buckingham

Lily Ulrich

T. Ryncarz

Remmi Carpenter

Andrew Abel



Lisa Stupak

Amber Toriseva

Monthly Game 
Giveaway
Coggy

By Fat Brain Toys

Want a fun game to challenge 
visual/spatial skills, critical 
thinking, and logic?  Coggy by Fat 
Brain Toys does just that!

Get your mental gears spinning 
with this bending, clicking 
shape-shifting brainteaser!  Find 
a way to fold this collection of 16 
gears into the perfect positions 
that match each challenge. 

Start out with the first card that 
may seem easy, but keep working 
through the medium and hard 
challenges to kick your brain into 
a higher gear of thinking!

Ages 6+

Did you know…. 
Gifted learners are not necessarily advanced in all areas?

Although gifted learners may be academically advanced in one or more subjects/areas 
beyond their age, other traits may be slower to develop, or may even lag behind their grade 
level peers.  This is known as asychronous development, or their development is “out of 
sync”.  Just because one area is advanced, it doesn’t mean other areas will be equally 
advanced.  As educators, we need to be aware of these issues facing gifted learners and it is 
encouraged to educate the whole child - academically and emotionally. 
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